When the peritoneum requires to be cleansed during operations, the contaminating discharges are best removed by irrigation. But 
and minute solid particles without peritonitis being produced, and further that" it can even resist successfully the invasion of pyogenic bacteria.
But whilst the surgeon recognises the ability of the peritoneum to rid itself of injurious, material he will consider it his duty, when the cavity is contaminated, to relieve the peritoneum of this function as much as is in his power. 
